


EDITORS: Minors from camp Borići, 
Bihać, 2020. With a support of 
Seherzada Jusufbasic and Adin Hujdur

These are some of the stories written by 
unaccompanied refugee and migrant chil-
dren from different parts of the world who 
have traveled a million miles on their own to 
achieve a better life in one of the countries 
of the European Union. On the way to their 
country of destination, many of them stay, 
often for extended periods,  in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina.

For the purpose of personal data protection, the 
names in the stories have been changed.
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Life is a journey, we do not know where 
it might take us and what kind of  strug-
gles we might face, but in any  case we 
need to learn new skills and prepare our-
selves for experience that might seem 
rough to us –that is a kind of  knowledge 
we can take from our boys and in every 
case they are better in this than we are. 

Imagine their lifestyle in kind of  circum-
stances they are living  and keep in mind 
their innocent, but not ignorant views as 
children.

A brief word of 
Save The Children:

Job was becoming scary as I realized I knew 
nothing about what we had to do and how. 
In a moment when I first heard who unac-
companied children are and what they go 
through while on the move, this was some-
thing my brain just could not accept. It was 
beyond comprehension. 

Having this in mind, from that moment I did 
everything to ease situation they are in by 
providing tremendous respect and under-
standing to their situation. Very soon energy 
built between me and people on the move 
(all categories) was really something I will be 
grateful for the rest of  my life. 

A word of CCCM Borici, 
Amira Hadzimehmedovic
Back in May 2018 it started. Migrants that ar-
rived to Bihac were given old Borici dormitory 
building to use. Derelict building with no win-
dows, electricity or water, just walls and roof  
leaking severely. Two of  my colleagues and my-
self  on behalf  of  IOM visited them, we checked 
on them, we tried to help, gave blankets, sleep-
ing bags, milk and whatever they might have 
needed. At the time there were maybe 130 
people in the dormitory building. Unbelievable 
number of  questions, requests, comments, 
impressions and perhaps 300 emotions struck 
me the first day. No toilet, no shower but still 
they were proud, fixed on their destination and 
so determined to pass this temporary stage they 
are in with glow on their faces and in their eyes 
when talking about EU wished destination. 54



EDUCATION IS A PASSPORT TO FUTURE
SCI EDUCATION IN 
EMERGENCY TEAM

Life is a continuous learning process, and 
like one of  the unaccompanied refugee 
and migrant children put it when we asked 
him about the importance of  education „it 
doesn’t have to be formal, maybe just for 
the literacy part, but the things that matter 
you can pick up also outside from school“. 
Also in our SCI programs we are trying to 
provide them a certain type of  emergency 
education and one of  our colleagues from 
this program said it this way:

I, AS A WRITER! 
Now you can read some of  their stories 
and actually receive some kind of  the 
emotional content hidden in them and 
also find out some of  the wisdom that 
we can learn just from a child.

Bag for a journey 
Amir, 17, Afghanistan & 
Kamran, 16, Afghanistan

One thing is very important during 
our journey, and it’s the bag. When 
you want to go to journey you need 
to choose a very good one, because 
after that you can buy anything you 
want; bread, ketchup, coffaee, choc-
olate, water and put it in the bag. On 
the road the bag represents all of  your 
hope. When you have a good bag which 
is filled with all the necessaries we can 
hope for a successful journey. Choose 
your bag wisely. 
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„Education and learning from early age 
help in building moral values and differ-
ent intelectual skills. The EiE (education 
in emergency) provides both formal and 
non-formal education, through which every 
child gets his basic right.  The children who 
are involved in our program, besides  educa-
tion, adopt also cultural differences, codes 
of conduct, and pedagogical principles. The 
basic of life is education and therefore we 
build our program on this principle.“
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Story about 
our capital city
Adnan, 17, Pakistan

My name is Adnan. I am from Pakistan. I 
want to write about our capital city Islam-
abad. Islamabad is the capital city of  Paki-
stan. This city is one of  the most beautiful 
cities in the South Asian region. Wide, 
tree-lined streets adorn the various ectors 
and zones of  the city making it accessible 
and spectacular. I have 7 reasons to love 
Islamabad.

• city is way too clean
• It’s a small city so everyone is socially 
   connected. 
• You can visit the stunning Margalla Hills e
   very other weekend.
• Every Friday prayer feels like Eid in Faisal  
   Mosque.
• Shopping at the awesome Centaurus Mall.
• Islamabad is very, very green city.
• City is a stunning and trendy capital i fell in
  love with.
• (I have more reasons but I don’t have time.)

Colourfull life 
Amir, 17, Afghanistan

When I wake up in the morning I feel red 
colour and I see in front of  me the Save 
the children officers and I say to them good 
morning. After my colour of  day gets blue 
and I go to wash my face. After that I go 
for braekfast and then I come back to the 
minor zone and the colours become pink. 
Than I go to my bed to take a nap for a few 
minutes. 

I use my phone and than I am waiting for the 
lunch. I buy a new phone and  it’s colour is yel-
low and it’s very beautiful. I like to wear good 
and beautiful clothes and eat good and spicy 
food and it adds red colour in my life. When 
I think how can I reach my destination I cry 
sometimes because I feel relax and after that I 
go to my bed. Black and white colours come at 
night when I think about my family. That is my 
colourfull life.
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A Bosnian story
Osman, 16, Afghanistan

When I entered Bosnia the first thing that 
happened to me was that one person 
helped us, he gave us food and drinks. Then 
when we were walking on our way one 
other guy stopped with his car and took us 
to Kalesija. Also in this town Kalesija some 
other person bought for us different things 
from the store. 

Bihać, my city
Ahmed, 17, Pakistan

My name is Ahmed, I live in Bihać for two 
years. I love Bihać. It’s so beautiful city.  
People are also very loving people. I want 
to stay in Bihać. Now I am in camp Borići 
and here I feel so happy. We have here 
iom, save the chlidren. 

They are so good I love them like mother 
and father and here they give us parental 
love.  When they are here with us we feel 
like own family is with us. I proud of  Save 
the Children and IOM.

When we bought tickets from there to Sara-
jevo we lost one, but the driver didn’t mind 
and he said it’s not a problem. It was not 
a big deal someone could say, but for us it 
was special. When we came to Sarajevo we 
were very tired and we went to camp where 
they welcomed us and were kind to us. 
I learned from my travel in Bosnia that the 
ordinary peaple are gererally  nice but as it’s 
often the case and I know it from Afganistan 
that most of  the nice guys are just among 
the „ordinary“ population.
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My life
Suleyman, 16, Afghanistan

My name is Suleyman. I am from Afghanistan. 
But I live in Pakistan. I have some problems in 
Afghanistan. I have six brothers and two sis-
ters. Three years ago I left my country. First 
I come to Iran, than Turkey, Bulgaria, Serbia. 
Now I am in Bosnia. I have very good family 
without my uncles and cousins. My big broth-
er is in UK now. I think he left Afghanistan 
before 10 years. When I decided to come to 
Europe my mom did not want that. When I 
talk with my mom she crying every time. She 
says; Come back my son. But, I do not want. 
Because I have one wish. I want to send my 
mother and father to Hajj. When I complete 
this wish in that day I crying too much. When 
I think about this wish naturally I feel crying. 

Places of good people
Ali., 16, Pakistan

My name is Ali. I am from Pakistan I want to 
write something about my life. The story of  
my life begins with the game. I have got a lot 
of  bad guys in the game. In Iran one person 
died in front of  my eyes. No one helped I 
was scared to see it, and this fear told me 
that lifes journey is very difficult. I was just 
traveling and another incident happened 
in front of  my eyes I saw that there was a 
lot of  child abuse, I tought I was a kid who 
would be with them tomorrow. I have no 
relatives in Turkey so I moved to Greece. 
I had a brother in Greece I didn’t have any 
problem. Worked in Greece for seven 
months. This work told me that life is based 
on parents money and the need alone does 
not meet the need. When my journey to 
Italy began I came to Bosnia for seven days. 

Sarajevo is good city i like Sarajevo city. In 
Sarajevo every person good I come from 
Sarajevo to Bihać and from Bihać I tried 
game for Italy. I have tried seventeen times 
but never successed. Somethimes it’s too 
hard on game even I have faced lot of  prob-
lem like beating. They also took my clothes 
and money also. In Bosnia I have been in 
five different camps. I want to say some-
thing about Bosnia, it’s a good country, I 
stay in Bosnia two years. I have hard time 
in Bosnia. I don’t have money in Bosnia. I 
see here in Bosnia too much bad rafugee 
people, they take my mobile, shoes, every-
thing. I came back in camp I speak with polie 
police no help me he say you are refugee i 
don’t help you, but I am not sad I like Bosnia 
country here too much good people. I write 
for save the children something, save the 
children is very good, everytime help me so 
I don’t miss mama baba too much. Bosnia is 
very nice and beautiful country. 

When I was in Pakistan I feel very good. I do 
not hate love. But I scare love. For that rea-
son, every time I saw I hate love. 
Now I come to my father side. My father 
bought three house in Pakistan. We live in 
one house and other two are for rent. My 
father work in Afghanistan. He buy dry food 
in Afghanistan for business. He send it to 
Pakistan. This is my small family. I pray every 
time for my family that they are happy every 
time. I do not care about my life. One day I 
change my life. Fisrts my family because now 
I have problems in family. But one day every-
thing i good. I forget everything, next time I 
try again. Okay?
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COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
IN TRC BORICI
Same as the unaccompanied refugee and mi-
grant children Parliament, it is a platform where 
community representatives, family members and 
unaccompanied refugee and migrant children, 
together with CCCM and colleagues from DRC 
share information related to TRC Borici. They 
raise their concerns and bring up suggestions for 
their resolution.

refugee and migrant 
children PARLIAMENT 
IN TRC BORICI
Representative of  refugee and migrant children Parliament 
meet every week to discuss about previous week and 
week that follows. They argue about problems they have 
and suggest possible solutions. It is also a platform to pass 
a massage from employees towards refugee and migrant 
children. It showed to be sucesfull, because many things 
that were addressed at the parliament were later on passed 
to camp management and resolved. 

Enabling refugee and migrant children to participate, at the 
same time we empower them, we boost their self-respect, 
self-confidence, respect for others and we send them a 
        message - You matter-.
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6. What is your destination place 
and why?
My first destination is Canada. If  I do not 
reach Canada I will stay in France. Canada is 
like second home for Panjabi people. A lot of  
Indian, Pakistani, Panjabi people live there. In-
dian Panjabi is the second language of  Canada. 
We have so much simillarities. Canada have 
so good rule and regulations. People there are 
friendly and it is like heaven. Also, we have a 
lot of  opportunities in there. If  you are a hard-
worker you can earn a lot of  money. 

INTERVIEWER: Rahul, 17, India
INTERVIEWEE: Adnan, 16, Pakistan

1. Why did you decide to 
leave your country?
Because I have my dreams. I want to be a 
rich person, improve my financial situation. I 
want to earn a lot of  money and help people, 
to those who do not have parents, house, 
food... I want to take care of  my family and 
send my parents to Hajj. Also, I do not want 
people to moke me for not having money. I 
do not want people to tell me in the future 
that I did not do anything in my life. I want to 
be sucessfull.

2. What was your first step?
Firstly, my parents did not want me to go to 
this journey, but I insisted so they contacted 
an agent that should help me go to Turkey. 
The journey started like that.

Later we were bringing them to the mar-
kets. I was earning 35 euro per day. I 
worked 12 hours every day. Sometimes I 
was doing a part time job also in the chips 
company. I was cutting potatoes for 5 hours 
and earning 20 euros per day. After main 
job, I go home, take a rest for 1-2 hour and 
than I was doing this part time job. Three 
days of  the week were like that. After some 
time, I decided to move from Greece, so 
I reached Macedonia, after that Serbia. In 
Serbia I stayed for 3 days in the park. After 
that, I reached Bosnia. I am in Bosnia for 
2 years and 3 months. After all this, I think 
that nothing is immposible. Whatever per-
son wants, they can have or reach. 

4. What are the lessons that you 
have learned from the joruney?
First lesson would be, Do not leave your 
country. Because, you have the privilege 
to be with your family and surrounded 
by love. I miss everything so much. 
I miss my friends. My second lesson 
is, when you are alredy out of  
your country, make friendships 
but do not share everything from 
your life with them, so they can 
not moke you. Do not over-
involve into the friendships. 
Also, do not speak too much. 
The more you talk, the more 
people will know about you. 

5. How is your camp life 
in Bosnia?
I lived in three camps in Bosnia, 
Ušivak, Bira and Borići. In Sarajevo 
I felt good. In Bihać they have so 
many rules. We can not go outside
 when we want. Also in Sarajevo 
we had good food.

3. How was your journey?
It was a long trip. First, my agent told me 
that I will be in Italy in one month. But, it 
was not like that. From Turkey I tried the 
ship trip to Greece, but I almost died there. 
I was young kid at that time and in front of  
me adults were crying and reading Quran 
and prayers. The ship was big for 50 people, 
but agent put 250. At one moment we have 
heard that part of  the ship was broken and 
we smelt the smoke. We came from the 
basement where we were placed, to the 
top of  the ship. Everyone was pushing each 
other to survive. Panic was everywhere. 
Than, the engine stopped working and we 
were stuck in the middle of  the ocean. 
After one hour, engine started to work and 
we came to the Greece land. There, police 
catched us. We enetered another boat and 
they took us back to Turkey. But there we 
were lucky, beacuse the first ship sank after 
we landed. After that, I tried again the ship 
trip. 60-70 people were in the basement 
again. We were thinking that the boat strat-
ed moving, but after 5 hours one guy went 
to the top of  the boat and realized that it 
did not move at all for 5 hours. We all tried 
to go out of  the ship, but police cathced us 
there and took to the prison. I was in pris-
on in Turkey for 1,5 month. (46 days) My 
parents did not have any informations about 
me, where am I or how I feel for that peri-
od. After that, I started to work in Turkey 
for one year and six months. And than I 
tried the game again, and I suceeded. I came 
to Greece mostly by walk, partly by car and 
small boat. It took us 3 days from Turkey to 
Greece. The car brought us to the Selonik 
where we waited for 2 days on the train 
station to go to the Athenees. I lived for 
one year in Greece with my uncle. I worked 
in company that was making toys. The big 
trucks were coming from different countries 
full of  toys. Our job was to control them 
and pack. 

INTERVIEW
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2021, I wish, 
I wish...

I hope the next year will be best for me, 
I wish I go to Italy and be in contact with 
everybody from the organisations and to see 
them again. Next year I will also need them. 
Ahmed, 16, Pakistan

Five years I didn’t see my parents. 
I wish to go to Italy, take the papers and 
go back to Pakistan to see them again.
Adnan, 17, Pakistan

I wish to be with my father 
and mother.
Ali, 17, Pakistan

I wish to become a Tic-Toc star.
Kamran, 16, Afghanistan

I wish to go to regular 
school, and find a girl. 
Osman, 16, Afghanistan

I want to reach my destination and study 
hard and have a good life. My life on the 
road became colourless, I wish it to be 
colourful again.
Suleyman, 16, Pakistan

I hope to be in Germany next year. 
I will study there and try to make 
a business and get married.
Ali, 16, Pakistan

Next year I’m seeing myself in Italy, and my 
family will be much happy when I reach it. 
I want to open my own restoraunt there.
Muhammad, 15, Pakistan

My wish is to go back to my country 
and see my family and to open my 
own business and hapiness for all.
Rahul, India

 I want to reach Italy and make my family 
proud of me and I want to work in 
a mechanical garague, I have five years 
of expierience in it.

Next year I see myself doing something, 
studying, or working, or whatever, for now 
I feel really bored. 
Amir, 16, Afghanistan
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