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40 Articles of the UN Convention on the Rights 
of the Child are presented in this publication 
while Articles 41-54 that refer to how adults 
and governments need to work together in 
order to ensure that child rights are respected 
are not illustrated.
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Articles written in a child friendly form taken from the publication Now I understand my 
rights produced by



INTRODUCTION

Dear children,

Do you know that all children under 18 in the world are equally protected, regardless
of their skin colour, language they speak, their gender, religion of where they come
from? And do you know that you also have rights, same as the adults who are obligated
to respect your rights and to ensure they are applied? Every child must know about his or
her rights and what he or she can do. The document that protects you and your rights is the 
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, signed so far by 180 countries, including Bosnia
and Herzegovina.
With this publication, the Institution Ombudsman for Human Rights of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina and the organisation Save the Children wish to present you with the rights 
deriving from the Convention and to ensure you know that all rights are equally important 
and interlinked. Also, it is important you know that apart from rights you also have 
obligations that you need to fulfil in order for others to respect your rights. 

B-H Ombudsmen



BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT THE UN CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

On 20 November 1989 the UN General Assembly adopted the Convention on the Rights 
of the Child as the first international treaty that specifically tackles rights of children. The 
Convention is considered as a generally accepted document, as almost all countries of the 
world pledged to implement the rights it defines. Governments of countries that have 
ratified the Convention vowed to harmonize local legislation with the Convention and to 
undertake all necessary steps to ensure its implementation, and to regularly report to the 
UN on the status of child rights in their country.
Article 42 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child reads that all signatory countries have 
the obligation to present the rights defined by the Convention to professionals who work 
with children, as well as representatives of authorities, parents and children themselves. 
Every child can and should advocate for the fulfilment of his or her rights and rights of the 
child in general. The basic pre-condition for initiation of activities that will contribute to the 
implementation of the rights of the child or to solving of situations of child rights violation, 
is to be familiar with the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Bosnia and Hercegovina is among the countries that ratified the Convention on the Rights 
of the Child.



Article 1 

Definition of Child

Everybody is a child before reaching 18 years 
of age, unless the state defines by law that the 
adulthood is reached earlier.







Article 2 

Non-discrimination

The State is obliged to take care of children 
who live in it and to safeguard them 
irrespective of their physical appearance, 
opinion, financial status, language, religion or 
any other characteristics. 



Article 3 

Best Interests of the Child

The State and parents/guardians are obliged 
to respect the rights of the child and to 
provide the necessary living conditions, in the 
way that is the best for the child. 

Article 4  

Implementation of the Rights

The State is obliged to enable and create 
the conditions for the implementation of 
the rights of the child, as recognized by the 
Convention.

STATE







Article 5  

Rights and Duties of Parents Consistent with 
the Evolving Capacities of the Child

The State is obliged to help parents/guardians 
to, in a manner consistent with the evolving 
capacities of the child, provide the child with 
appropriate counselling and guidance in the 
exercise of his/her rights.

Article 6 

The Right to Life, Survival and Development

As of birth, every child has the inherent right 
to life and development.



STATE

my NAME 
and LAST NAME
my FATHER 
and MOTHER
my STATE

STATE



Article 7 

Name and Nationality

Since his/her birth, the child shall have the 
right to a name and nationality and the 
right to know and be cared for by his or her 
parents, as well as the right to live in his/her 
country or the country of birth.

Article 8
 
Identity Preservation

The child has the right to know his/her 
identity, nationality and origin, and to be with 
his/her family, without anybody’s unjustified 
and unlawful interference in relations in that 
family.  



Article 9 

Separation from Parents

The State shall ensure to the child a life 
together with his/her parents.  If parents do 
not take care of their child or if they abuse the 
child, the State is obliged to protect the child 
or to identify another setting in which he/she 
will develop properly.  





Article 10 

Family Reunification

The State shall ensure the child to exercise 
his/her right to undisturbed entering or 
leaving the country for the purpose of family 
reunification and maintenance of contacts 
between family members.  



BORDER



Article 11 

Illicit Transfer and Retention of a Child 
Abroad

Without both parents’ permission, nobody 
is allowed to take a child outside of his/her 
country or to retain the child abroad.



BORDER



Article 12 

Expressing Opinions

The child shall always have the right to 
express his/her opinion and others are obliged 
to hear him/her and take his/her views into 
consideration.  





Article 13
 
 Freedom of Expression

Every child shall have the right to find out 
what he/she is interested in, to seek and 
impart information and to express his/her 
opinion thereof, unless this threatens the 
State interests and other persons’ rights.  





Article 14

Freedom of Thought, Conscience and 
Religion

The child has the right to freedom of thought 
and religion, and his/her parents/guardians 
shall help him/her with that.

Article 15 

Freedom of Association and Peaceful 
Assembly

The child has a right to associate with others 
when fighting for his/her rights, unless this 
threatens the rights of others.  





Article 16

The Right to Privacy

Nobody is allowed to interfere with the 
child’s privacy, his/her family’s life, to check 
children’s correspondence, eavesdrop on the 
child’s conversations or insult children.  





Article 17

Access to Appropriate Information

The child has the right to access information 
adequate to his/her age, about everything 
he/she is interested in, and particularly about 
matters of interest to the child him/herself.  





Article 18

Parents’ Responsibility

Parents/guardians are primarily responsible 
for the development of the child.  If they 
are not capable of securing that, the State is 
obliged to provide a child with the adequate 
care through its institutions.







Article 19

Protection from Abuse and Neglect

The State is obliged to protect the child from 
anything threatening his/her normal life and 
development.



Article 20

Protection of Children Without Parental Care

If a child is separated from his/her parents or 
they deprive him/her of their parental care 
and protection, the child shall be entitled to 
special protection and assistance provided by 
the State, wherein he/she shall retain his/her 
name, language, religion and origin. 



STATESTATE



Article 21

Adoption

A child without parental care has the right to 
another family to take care of him/her and 
the State should help them with that.





Article 22

A Refugee Child

If a child is a refugee, the State is obliged to 
take care of him/her.  For this purpose, the 
State will make efforts to find the child’s 
parents and provide an adequate home.





Article 23

Disabled Child

If a child has health problems or 
developmental disabilities, the State is obliged 
to secure conditions for his/her quality life 
and that he/she has equal opportunities 
relative to others.  



SCHOOL 



Article 24

Healthcare

The child has the right to the best medical 
treatment and recovery.   





Article 25

Periodic Review of Placement

The child has the right to quality care, 
protection and medical treatment.  The State 
is obliged to review the quality of placement 
for the child.  





Article 26

Social Protection

The child has the right to be helped by the 
State when his/her conditions of living go 
beyond the basic minimum. 

Article 27 

Living Standards

Parents/guardians have the responsibility to 
secure the basic conditions of living for the 
child and the State is obliged to assist them 
in the process, if necessary. 





Article 28

Education

Every child must have access to education 
in accordance with his/her abilities and 
potential.  







Article 29

Educational Objectives

Every child has the right to demonstrate what 
he/she knows and can do and to develop his/
her abilities.

Article 30 

A Child Belonging to a Minority

The child has the right to his/her culture, 
customs and religion and nobody shall 
prevent him/her from practicing them. 

Article 31 

Leisure, Engaging in Play and Cultural 
Activities

The child has the right to leisure and rest, to 
play, and to participate in cultural and artistic 
activities. 



Article 32

Child Labour

The State must protect the child from 
performing any work that is likely to be 
hazardous or to interfere with the child’s 
health and education; the State shall 
provide for a minimum age for admission to 
employment and punish those adults who do 
not respect this right.  





Article 33

Illicit Use of Hazardous Substances 

The State is obliged to protect children 
from the illicit use of and participation in 
production and trafficking of narcotic drugs, 
alcohol, cigarettes and other hazardous 
substances.   







Article 34

Sexual Exploitation 

The State is obliged to protect children from 
being sexually abused and exploited through 
pornography and prostitution.  



Article 35

Child Abduction and Trafficking

The State is obliged to prevent child abduction 
and trafficking.





Article 36

Other Forms of Exploitation

The child has the right to be protected by the 
State from all forms of exploitation.

Article 37 

Torture and Deprivation of Liberty

The child has the right not to be tortured and 
cruelly punished, as well as the right not to be 
unlawfully deprived of his or her liberty.





Article 38

Armed Conflicts

The child has the right to be protected from 
war and not to participate in hostilities if he/
she has not attained fifteen years of age, and 
the State is obliged to ensure protection and 
care of children who are affected by an armed 
conflict.





Article 39

Recovery

The child has the right to be helped by the 
State to recover and reintegrate to normal 
living if he/she was a victim of violence or war.  





Article 40

Juvenile Justice

If a child is accused of having committed 
something against law, he/she has the right 
to be treated with due care, in a manner 
respectful of the child’s personality and 
adequate to the child’s age.  In such a 
situation, a child may seek help from parents 
and other adults dealing with such matters.  
  





GLOSSARY OF TERMS 

WELFARE – benefit
AVAILABILITY – possibility to acquire something
SIGNATORY COUNTRIES – countries that signed and ratified 
the Convention on the Rights of the Child
CITIZENSHIP - the position or status of being a citizen of a 
particular country
SPIRITUAL – religious 
EFFICIENT – action that provides quick results 
EXPLOITATION – misuse
(TO) FORM – establish, make, create
HUMAN - with regard to the welfare of mankind
IDENTITY – description of your personality (who you are, 
what you are, where you come from)
INFORMATION – announcement, instruction, news
REFUGEE – someone who had to leave his or her home and 
country because of war or disaster 
CULTURE – history, language and traditions of a nation
DEPRIVATION – to take something away
MENTALLY –of or involving the mindMoral – acceptable 
behaviour
JURISDICTION – institution or person in charge of 
something
BEST INTEREST – what meets the needs of the child in the 
best possible way
NARCOTICS – drugs
NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS – associations 
of citizens interested in the same or similar things, active in 

that field independently from state institutions
PORNOGRAPHY – taking photos or videos of the naked 
body and showing those publically in order to earn money 
LEGAL PROTECTION – legal steps the state undertakes to 
protect your rights
PROCESS – course of action
PROSTITUTION – sexual exploitation for money
RATIFICATION – to adopt an international treaty by the 
state parliament
CONSCRIPTION - recruitment 
SANCTIONS – penalties
SEXUAL ABUSE – someone touching or watching your body 
in a way you don’t want or talking to you about that subject 
that makes you uncomfortable
GUARDIANS – persons replace someone’s parents
AGE LIMIT - regulation establishing the minimum/maximum 
age for doing something 
TOLERANCE – respecting differences between people
INSTITUTION – state organization in which activities that are 
beneficial to the citizens are conducted 
AUTHORITIES – governing body of the state
NEGLECT – insufficient care
ABUSE – torture, mistreatment
WELFARE – creation of conditions for a normal life for those 
who don’t have it
LIVING STANDARD – conditions with regard to quality of life



CONTACTS

Banja Luka/Head Office
Ravnogorska 18
78000 Banja Luka
+387 51/303-992 phone and fax

Sarajevo – Regional Office
Grbavička 4
71000 Sarajevo
+387 33/666-006
Fax: +387 33/666-007

Mostar - Regional Office
Kralja Zvonimira 6
88000 Mostar
+387 36 334 248
Fax:+387 36 334 249

Brčko - Regional Office
Trg mladih 8/1
76100 Brčko
+387 49/217-347
Fax: +387 49/217-347

Livno - Field Office
Gabrijela Jurkića bb
80100 Livno
+387 34/201-911
Fax:+387 34/203-237




